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Agenda

• Recap – What is Sustainability, and what are Voluntary 

Sustainability Standards (VSS)?

• How to navigate ITC Sustainability Map?

• What does the ITC Virtual Network module offer? How 

is it relevant?

• New trends in sustainability and the VSS landscape



“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.”

- 1987 United Nations Brundtland Commission

What are Voluntary Sustainability Standards 
(VSS)?

“VSS are rules that producers, traders, manufacturers, retailers or service 
providers may be asked to follow so that the things they make, grow or 
do don’t hurt people and the environment.

These standards help keep workers healthy and safe, protect 
communities and land, and uphold human rights as well as moderating 
the environmental impacts of production and consumption”

- United Nations Forum on Sustainability Standards

What is sustainability?



Which one would you choose?

• Option A • Option B



Why are VSS & Certifications relevant?

• Increasing demand for certified sustainable 

& ethical sourcing – as consumer awareness 

increases

• Traceability & transparency on how we 

produce, consume and trade products

• Responsible business practice & good 

governance

• Market access & competitiveness



Enables users, regardless of their position in the value chain, to better understand 

the sustainability landscape and to connect with business partners.

ITC Sustainability Map – Features
Sustainability Map – www.sustainabilitymap.org

A free online gateway that 

enables businesses 

to promote their

sustainable 

practices, gain visibility

in the international supply 

chain

and connect to

international buyers

http://www.sustainabilitymap.org/


Virtual Network Module



Virtual Network Module: Buyer’s Perspective

Search for entities

per product, country 

or datasource or 

even make a search

by name



How to use the search menu?



What is the nature of information available?

Company 

information & 

data source

Certification 

details



Virtual Network module: Company 

perspective



Virtual Network module: Company 

perspective

Step 1

Step 2

Sam: SME owner



How to showcase your company on 

the Virtual Network

Step 3



How to showcase your company on 

the Virtual Network: end result



How to showcase your company on 

the Virtual Network: end result



Why showcase your company on 

the Virtual Network? 

• Get access to new business 

opportunities

• Share your contact info

• Engage in sustainable production 

and trade

• Take self-assessment



Enables users, regardless of their position in the value chain, to better understand 

the sustainability landscape and to connect with business partners.

ITC Sustainability Map – Features
Sustainability Map – www.sustainabilitymap.org

A free online gateway that 

enables businesses 

to promote their

sustainable 

practices, gain visibility

in the international supply 

chain

and connect to

international buyers

http://www.sustainabilitymap.org/


Certified area continues to grow and standard 

compliance gains ground:

 The big four: cotton, cocoa, oil palm and coffee

 Certified area of all agricultural commodities 

covered in the report grew by at least half (+52%). 

 Almost 75% of agricultural certification is organic

Market Trends Module



What’s next in VSS?



• Industry platforms:

– Co-design industry sustainability frameworks 

and establish a level playing field

– Share data on common suppliers and 

reduce audit fatigue

• Beyond social & environmental concerns:

– Climate change concerns & controlling 

carbon emissions

– Well being of labour

– Ethics – anti-bribery, money laundering, etc.

– Landscape approach

Trends: Sustainability and VSS Landscape



Implications for MSMEs

• VSS compliance & certifications can be way forward in 
increasing competitiveness of businesses

• Tools like ITC Sustainability Map’s Virtual Network Module
offer the user a platform to: 

• network with potential buyers and/or suppliers

• showcase certifications

• Take self-assessments against VSS

• While social & environmental sustainability in businesses has 
become a norm, the scope of VSS has broadened; they no 
longer cover only one aspect of sustainability

• As the consumption patterns change, the production will have 
to change too, in order for the business to grow holistically –
responsibly & sustainably



Thank you!

Mathieu Lamolle, Senior Advisor, Sustainability Standards and Value Chains: 

Lamolle@intracen.org

Florence Mooser, Advisor, Sustainability Standards and Value Chains: fmooser@intracen.org

Akshata Limaye, Consultant, Sustainability Standards and Value Chains: alimaye@intracen.org

ITC website: www.intracen.org

Sustainability Map: www.sustainabilitymap.org

Contact us: sustainability@intracen.org
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